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KUDA CHUMA Artist

INTERPRETATION OF RASPER PROJECTS

Hello All,
I’m rather late with this newsletter but as you will see, I have been busy. Hopefully, you will take
time to read the stories and look at the pictures and try to imagine how much work has gone on
during the past couple of months. Lives are changed because you care, and you and we together
are making a huge difference. Those who know me will know these are not just words to start a
newsletter but words that feed my soul.
THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW:

You may not know:
Here is a link to a short video about the Zimbabwe Gecko Society that you might like to share. It
was a gift to us from Michael Seymour of Multi Media Works and we are very grateful to him for
this.
https://vimeopro.com/travelhotspotshd/zimbabwe-gecko-society

You may not know:
Our volunteers come in all ages and make a
difference in people’s lives. The Webster girls, Anya
and Else, have volunteered for the past 8 years. Anya
began by making things and selling them. Then, as
Elyse grew, she joined her sister, making and selling
at all our events.
In the picture (left) they made enough money to
purchase these little dolls which started an
avalanche of doll shopping for our container.

(Rt) The Krahn boys, Emmerson and Wynston, also sold
candy at the seniors’ home to raise funds for a school. A
lot of the equipment at Sunrise school is there because of
them.
Recently Jaxon Laing 10 (Lt)
and Nixon Laing 8 (Rt)
offered some clothes for the
container; then, got the bug
and found more and more.
They then donated their own
balls for the kids in
Zimbabwe.
In August at Willingdon Church,
Pastor Mark and my granddaughter,
Alesha, (Rt) and the Willingdon Youth
Group made 50 boxes of gifts for the
teen youth in Zimbabwe.

What a lovely treat the Zimbabwe teens will have! The boxes are packed tightly with food,
candy, tooth brushes, soap and fun things. The idea was initiated by my daughter, Tina, and now
we have more than 200 boxes packed in the container because, again, you caught the vision. It
will be Christmas in January!

At the other end of the age group is my friend
and mentor of many years, Opal Neufeld, 91,
who insisted on helping pack the Chutney,
Apple pie Mix and Apple Butter ready for our
October mini- event

You may not know:
There is opportunity to support children who are in medical crisis in Zimbabwe. Working
alongside Laura at a Chugutu Clinic, we have enabled children to receive medical attention. Laura
assesses the situation and organizes transport to Karunda Mission Hospital where Dr. Paul Thistle
(of Toronto, Canada) is located, some 350 km away.

Recently, a little girl was severely burned when she fell
into a fire. She lost an ear, which gives you some idea
of the severity of the burn. Polysporin sent from
Canada reduced the pain and saved her from massive
infection. After three months and skin grafts for the
small cost of $400 USD, she is on the mend.

Also, this little boy
who had severe
malnutrition

We have also supported several others with surgery.

You may not know:
Things have not always been easy for our Pastors. Pastor Tufudzwa’s wife delivered a stillborn
child 18 months ago. She is now 7 months pregnant and is asking for prayer

They are standing outside their
new home. Hence the very big
smile.
The girl in the picture is Pastor
Tufudzwa’s sister.

I have known Pastor Darlington for a long while. Over the years his wife, Pea, experienced many
failed pregnancies. Then, ZGS paid for a stitch to be put in for Pea and they now have a healthy 6year old. Pea became pregnant this year and it was determined she again needed have a stitch
put in. We have paid for this procedure. At the time of this newsletter, we are asking for prayer
as Pea has just had the stitch removed at Karunda Hospital and is now awaiting delivery.
The 10-day old daughter, Carla, of
Youth Pastor Tino and his wife,
Youlanda, sadly passed away this
month from severe complications.
Please remember the family in
prayer.
(Rt) Carla at 2-days old with Mum,
Youlanda

The medical situation in Zimbabwe is sadly lacking in very many ways.

You may not know:
Teachers in Zimbabwe have not received pay at all during the months of Covid closures. Through
special donations, we have been able to help the teachers at Rasper School with food packs.

This is a picture of one of
our teachers, Mercy, and
her two children.

You may not know:
Almost every day I send a biblical/scriptural “What’s App” message to over 100 people. They in
turn send to all their contacts, and so on, and so on. We pray the messages will go further and to
more people than we can ever guess. Sometimes I run short of time and so reached out to Carol
to ask if she would write some of the themed articles for me to send. She agreed and I am
grateful.
Here is a note I received yesterday from Ivy, one of the recipients:

“Amen! This is a message I'm sharing with people all over. 🙏🏼”
What a busy 4 months it has been. I feel sure you will forgive the lack of an August and
September newsletter.
We have packed hundreds of boxes for a container that takes more “stuff” than you will ever
imagine.
In May I was told about a container sent from Dr. Jerome Harvey, EFCCM MEMO of Thunder Bay
Ontario. He sends mostly medical supplies to Zimbabwe. I say mostly because there are an
awful lot of other precious items included, as well.
15 sets of dental equipment were sent in the last container, and
are finally being used. Dr Bandiki of the Wedza St Mary’s Hospital
was finally able to conduct a teaching seminar for many of the
Wedza clinics, and they are now able to pull teeth.
The hospital absorbed all the supplies with many thanks and much
gratitude. There is another container from MEMO in the Harare
Depot awaiting release. There is much excitement as to who will
now receive all the goods inside.
Dell Marie Wergeland advised that COMPASSIONATE RESOURCE WAREHOUSE have recently sent
another container holding hundreds of items, ready to start new programs for folk to be selfsufficient.
Not counting the staff at the Warehouse, Cindy, Kevin, Frank, Harry, Ross and others have spent 3
months sorting and packing. We have done our weight lifting for the year. Frank and I packed
many of the donated items from around Surrey and the Lower Mainland.
What generous people support us! There are beautifully knitted and sewn items, cartons of
leather for the Rasper Shoe and Leather Shop, tea cups and kitchenware for the new kitchen,
hair dressing supplies for the new Beauty Salon and so on. There are personal boxes packed for
those who support our work, boxes for the church, Bibles, movies and Cd’s.
We are very grateful to Pastor Charles Stanley of InTouch Ministries for the more than 40 solarpowered mini Bibles which are in Shona and English. They also hold sermons.
We have hundreds of shoeboxes for Christmas in January Thank you to all who caught the
vision.

All these goods and containers are sent with
Love from CANADA. Frank and I hope to be
in Zimbabwe in January when the container is
unpacked. We thank everyone for their hard
work, especially Jerome, Dell and teams for
making it happen.

Believe it or not, there are also sewing machines, fabric and carpentry tools, etc., packed into the
container which will go toward a new program in a town called Murambedz. The President of
Zimbabwe himself has asked if we would start a program for the youth there. I believe we will
meet him on opening day.
We have also been asked to expand our Rasper area to help oversee a clinic nearby and a school.
Both are situated on a farm. They already have the building structure so they just need a couple
of teachers and materials. The Inamo Clinic also needs beds and medical supplies. Both sites are
well run.

A SATELLITE VIEW OF RASPER

UPDATES
BUILDING CONTINUES
What’s going on at Rasper? They are adding finishing touches to two small houses for staff;
window panes are being put in, and they are painting the small houses, ready to receive either
short term or long term vulnerable people from the community. We hope they will become part
of the working and paid staff in time. Compassionate Warehouse has prepared flooring and a
dresser for each room. The dresser holds pots and pans, blankets and other household items.
Beds are being made by the Zimbabwe carpenters.

Finally the shop is fully stocked. They began by
off-selling a few items and using those funds to
purchase more stock, until they now have a well
stocked shop. No longer do folk have to travel
35 km to town to buy supplies.
Staff are paid from the profits. The profit margin
is low in order to keep things affordable. This is
not always about making money but rather
providing an income and a benefit to the whole
community .

Water is in short supply when it is not the rainy season.
This drilling rig found water at 25’ but continued
to drill to 45 ‘. The water will provide water for
crops and one crop will be for maize to feed the
pigs.

The pigs are still producing.
(Rt) 8 pigs were born last week and this
litter of 15 is our largest one to date.
The pigs are now about to become a good
income source once the initial investment
is covered.

(Lt) Bricks are being hand made by the pastors
who are building their own pigsties.
Once in place, we will provide each sty with a
pregnant sow and food to get them through the
first 6 months of growth. The pastors will then be
generating their own income and we will be able
to hire more pastors.

The new metal workers are doing well, as shown by the items built below. They have come a
long way and will soon be selling to other homes and schools. There is quite a long waiting list of
young men wanting to be trained.

Swing sets and slide for the Rasper school

The carpentry workshop is in the same situation
as the welders. There is always a long wait list for
those wanting to learn the trade.
If you look back at some of the rough work turned
out a few months ago, you will see how the
quality of workmanship has improved.
They now have a standing order for beds.

Joy and Marion love their work in the
kitchen. Recently Judy (Rt) from Imiri
popped in to pick up some goods for the
Wedza clinics. She stopped for tea and was
delighted to find some tasty muffins to go
with the tea.
Judy oversees all our projects in Wedza.

Unfortunately, we have had to look for another sewing instructor. We know we will find one
soon. Covid really caused havoc with this program, which up to that time had been most
successful and will be again really soon!
Our garden projects (below) are ongoing and very
successful. We also support farmers willing to put
in a lot of hard work to provide for themselves .

Compost making and following
Farming God’s Way programs are
always on the go.

There is so much more to tell you but it will have to wait for another newsletter.

Our sincerest thank you to all who give so generously to this ministry!
Susan and Frank Janetti
Zimbabwe Gecko Society

