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INTERPRETATION OF RASPER PROJECTS

KUDA CHUMA Artist

Hello to All,
Thank you so very much to everyone who came out to our Mini Art and Craft show, as well as
those taking part in the big cook off. I hope each of you enjoyed your meals. Altogether I
cooked 1253 meals. Phew!! LOL
A very special thank you to Dianne and Liz who helped enormously by preparing vegetables and
meat ready for cooking. That was definitely a lot of cutting and chopping!
Including some very generous donations from all over BC and even the UK, we managed to raise
$32,000. When expenses and exchange rates are paid, we expect about $20,000 to be available
for use in Zimbabwe. We are so very grateful. I want to say that I was shocked, but I shouldn’t
be…God always provides for His work and these funds will go a long way for what He wants to
do in Zimbabwe.
Yes, finally we have been able to book tickets. We leave December 30th and return April 7th.
Frank will be able to stay the full 3 months as this is the first time in many years he hasn’t had to
return early for some form of cancer treatment. He has experienced 7 different major cancers
and this year he is clear. No wonder the doctors call him the Miracle Man! Thank you to so
many from all over the world for your prayers.
Before I leave the topic of the fundraiser, I want to extend our thanks to all who came out to
man the tables and take cash at the door. I fear mentioning names in case I forget one. Each
and every one of you is a valued friend and volunteer.

Ready for Sales

Don’t you love the new beaded bees? The
cost - $5. Made by Patmore and his group.

Getting ready for a busy two days. Wonderful gift baskets! Thank you to those who
made donations to add to the baskets… and also to Mike Smith who donated 12
good wines for our wine board.
Marie, who spends many hours helping with ZGS accounting matters, also put a lot of hours into
making chutneys, cranberry sauce and crocheted dish towels. Thank you, Marie, for all the time
you give to ZGS and to me.

THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW

You may not know:
When we travel to Zimbabwe, we stay at the homes of my two brothers. We spend most of the
time with Norman, who is closer to Rasper, CIT, Chugutu, as well as the Sunshine Church, school
and sewing center. The rest of our time is spent with Richard, who is close to town. I have 23
family members in Zimbabwe. Even though our team is there for 3 months, there has been
little time in the past to visit family members. This year we hope to visit a little more.

You may not know :
Our October event was, in fact, the last event of its kind. I won't be organizing such sales in
Canada any longer and thus won’t be carrying heavy suitcases back from Zimbabwe packed with
goods to be sold here.

You may not know :
Every painting, every tablecloth, every gecko, every vase, that make up an art and craft sale had
to be stored in my bedroom cupboards and on my walls. They had to be carried up and down
stairs and this was creating quite a risk. Should you want me to bring a painting back, however, I
can do so. Let me know the style, and we can arrange to show it on e-mail.

You may not know :
When we first started ZGS, we carried 14 suitcases with us both ways. Mostly on the way home,
doctors travelling would bring one or two back for us. We moved on to sending containers but,
somehow, there were always still more to take by plane. We did cut it down to 6 suitcases and
this year it will be 5.

You may not know :
There are kind people in the community who knit torques and sweaters for us to take back for
the orphans and cancer patients in Zimbabwe.

You may not know :
During the past two years, while we were unable to travel, I have been teaching management
skills. I was asked how I did that from afar. As an example, here is one exercise.
I told the students to go out into their gardens and sit and look at a tree for 20 minutes. Then,
go back inside and write down all they knew about the tree. Most provided a maximum of 15
observations. For over a week, the students were sent back out each day to add a few more
items. Suddenly, they began to see--the veins in the leaves, different colours of leaves, insects
in the tree, mud furrows made by ants, and so on, until their final count of observations
averaged 250 per person.

We discussed the benefits of observation. A significant benefit was evident when Erick noticed a
particular bug nesting in his tree. This bug destroys vegetable crops and he was able to deal
with the matter right away. Erick then warned others to also look for these bugs nesting in
trees so they could be taken care of before any crops suffered. (No one had previously noticed
that these pesky insects matured in the tree branches.)
All were delighted with their new knowledge. After the group felt they understood the benefits
of observation, we then transferred observation to the people they lived with, the people they
worked with, and the people they managed. Using that information, they selected personalities
and how best to motivate that person-- how to come alongside them-- how to ask questions or
assign jobs in a way that would motivate and encourage rather than embarrass.
It was a huge learning curve to perceive that everyone is not treated the same by
management…rather, they are treated on an individual basis. People are treated equally but
not identically. Meetings became constructive; choices were made with different information.
The team really enjoyed learning and the programs are benefitting from what was learned.

Fun information:
Erick our Manager always calls me “eagle eyes” as when he would send any photo or information,
I would notice something that I would suggest could be improved. Eventually, I began to mentor
Erick to become an eagle and it was fun and lighthearted. He began as a “falcon”. Whenever he
made good strategic moves, I would send him some feathers which gradually changed into baby
eagle feathers.

.

When errors were made, we discussed how many I should take back. LOL At first, his feathers
were just fluffy. Now, however, they are strong, mature eagle feathers, although not all the
feathers on his head are white like mine. LOL Out of respect, Erick is allowing me my full head of
mature, white feathers while some of his are still growing.

We have a short video link : About the Zimbabwe Gecko Society that you might like to share.
It was a gift to us from Michael Seymour of Multi Media Works and we are very grateful to him
for this.
https://vimeopro.com/travelhotspotshd/zimbabwe-gecko-society

QUESTIONS I AM BEING ASKED

Is anyone travelling with you this year? - No, Covid has made travel difficult and very
expensive. Once we got past being a little disappointed, we realized that just the two of us
travelling would be best for many reasons, several of which are related to Covid. However, Dr.
Ray and Alison Markham, and Dr Gurdeep Purhar and his wife are all going to meet up with us in
Zimbabwe and run clinics. They will devote a week to Rasper, which we greatly appreciate, as
this will brush up everyone’s skills. CTT will also receive a week of Clinic, and other clinics are still
being planned. We will all be staying together.
We are delighted to advise that ZIMCANMEDICAL now has charitable status. We are so proud to
have been part of their journey and will continue to assist in any way we can.

ENCOURAGEMENT

I have received some very encouraging letters from Zimbabwe and want to share two of them with
you.

The children also benefit from school supplies, clothing and furniture.

The following letter will let you know just much the containers sent to Zimbabwe mean to
different people.
By way of explanation, Kim is my niece who oversees distribution of ostomy bags. Her lists are
getting longer and longer. Kathy is Kim’s friend who helps those who can’t afford the petrol to
pick up bags. At the same time, she tries to meet other needs, such as wheelchairs, walkers,
clothes, books, etc. This is just one person writing out of hundreds who benefit from donations
of ostomy bags, needed mostly as a result of cancer.
Dear Sue
I wanted to write to you directly to say what an amazing service you are providing for the needy in
Zimbabwe.
We (my husband and I), sadly, fall into the category of that age group who lost everything in 2008.
Then, a couple of years later, our pensions disappeared, then a major investment company went under
and a couple of years ago our USD in the banks were converted to RTGS at, they said, 1/1 !!!! That
was a joke and a half. With all of that, our age group were too old to start again.
I am not telling you this to elicit any form of sympathy - far from it. It is what it is. This 'group' is a
very proud group of people and find it very hard ask for any help.
This is where Gecko comes in, quietly doing what they can. My husband benefits from the colostomy
bags scheme. These are ridiculously priced here. When I started collecting from the depot, I was
shattered at the number of people using them. Really shattered - I had no idea. Well done for that!
Moving on, I have been a lone voice in Harare trying to help a Community of Catholic Sisters in their
work out beyond Chinhoyi. Desperate people, forgotten people. Kim has very kindly donated a few
very needed items to them. I personally hand them over and you really would not believe the
elation. Truly. Everyone concerned were so happy.
Back to my personal situation - my husband took very very ill in June - I won't bore you with the details
but Kim gave me much needed help by way of mobility items. I don't know what the prognosis for my
husband is but Kim contacts me periodically to offer much needed support and prayers.
I cannot sign off this 'missive' without mentioning Kathy who has been amazing on the colostomy stuff
- she gives of her time freely to help anyone in need. Being a bag user herself, she also gives guidance
and advice to new 'Stomates'. Amazing. Added to this, we have become good friends and she pops
round to have a chat and check on us. I appreciate the shoulder that I can cry on confidentially. There is
a very sincere offer from her and Kim to make contact with then with any request.
Before you fall asleep reading this! - I just want to thank you and everyone at your end who donates
and co-ordinates this absolutely amazing service. You will never know what it means at this end never.
Thank you, each and every one of you. We are eternally grateful for your generosity and hard work.
God bless you all.
Kate

ONGOING WORK

Our team are at the moment building pig pens and each will be given a pregnant sow. In time,
this will provide their monthly income. My guesstimate is they will be able to support
themselves fully by the end of next year.

The number of community pigs just grew
by another 8 . Some will go to market
and some will become producing sows.
The race is now on! There are two different
stys. One sow recently had 15 piglets (seen
in the last newsletter ). The other produced
only 8 but there is a determination to
change that number. I think we will give a
prize for the most piglets born to one sow

Tino has been busy building and will
receive his sow at the end of this month

Our layers are now producing about 150 eggs
per day. Good sales from our shop and good
use in our kitchen.

CARPENTRY
The Chugutu carpentry workshop we have
supported just sent this bag holder to the school
as a gift. They are very happy to put their
personal Items in a safe place that they can call
their own.

The Rasper carpenters have now finished the
beds for the 6 small houses . Beautiful job!

Finally our six small houses are ready for the vunerable
in need. As we have a container from C Warehouse
arriving in December, we will wait to fully equip them
before anyone moves in. It will be a good opportunity for
the dampness to leave the cement and to consider
options. I would also love to be there when the people
move in, and see the beds the carpenters made above.

Yet another container sent by MEMO has been sorted and
distributed in and around Harare. What you see at the back
in the photo to the left, are hospital beds.
There are still two containers yet to arrive this year, one from
MEMO AND the other from Compassionate Warehouse. Two
organizations we are very thankful for.

INTRODUCING…..

Also Introducing on
October 27
Shekinah Mufaro, a
daughter to Pastor
Tufudzwa Sigauke and
wife Blessing
I was honured to be
asked to give both of
the babies their
middle names
Darryl Simba Anayai - October 2
A son to Pastor Darlington and wife
Pea ( nickname)

We keep in mind Pastor Tino and wife
Youlanda, who sadly lost their 10-day old
first born daughter last month. The
pastoral families live near or next door to
each other, and this also makes the loss
very difficult.

COMMUNITY WORK

Community work continues.
These four men went into the home of the man in
the wheel chair to bathe him, clean his house,
wash his clothes and cook him a meal, as an act of
community love. The group go into a different
home each week

Outreach to Seniors
Every couple of weeks the pastors and
management team invite a segment of the
community for tea and cake in the new
Tea Room.
They have an afternoon of fun and tasty
treats and leave with an item of clothing

My niece, Kim, set this young girl up
with a sewing machine and fabric, as
well as electric plugs and cables.
She will be able to make a living for
herself and she will also share her skills

It didn’t just storm in Canada! A small twister lifted the roof of one of the community pig stys and
left quite a mess behind. Because the roof was nailed down, it took the bricks with it but,
fortunately, not the pigs. The team is still working on repairs, trying to hammer all this roofing
straight
Lots to do! The men still smile as they work…happy the pigs were not hurt

Planting season is upon Zimbabwe. Prayers
for good rains.
(Rt) Eric and team are planting 1 1/2 acres
of maize. A kind farmer loaned them a
plough. Most of the maize will be used to
feed the pigs.

SHANDUKU PASTORS’ CONFERENCE AT RASPER COMMUNITY CENTER

Recently, Pastor Theunis Botha conducted a course at Rasper for our staff team and several local
pastors from different churches. Twelve ‘students’ attended.
Pastor Theunis describes the course for us :
It is about discipleship, understanding Christianity, life
skills which look at identity, goals, work ethics, etc.
The course also looks at forgiveness, emotions,
addictions and Satanism. We cover many topics. In
particular, I would be looking at who has a teaching
gift to impart to their churches and community so that
I can teach them how to present the course. I will
then support them in teaching the course until they
are comfortable. This way many are reached, and
lives are changed.

Pastors in front of Fountain of Life
Church
Everyone had great praise for the course
and for Pastor Theunis as their leader!

Graduate Class of November 1 – November 12, 2021

Moving forward, our intention is to offer this course on an ongoing basis and follow up with the
participants. Many churches and communities need this impact as they are confused by serving
both the church and witchcraft. One such man attended the course and we are awaiting his
response. If he chooses to go with us, it could impact thousands.
Pastor Botha lives in Chugutu, a 1 ½ hour drive away. He is considering putting this course on
once a month for two weeks at a time. Would you consider supporting him monthly, as well as
for fuel and living costs while in the Norton area (Rasper)? Pastor Theunis is husband to Deidre
and father of two very rambunctious 6-year old twins. Life is not easy in Zimbawe
At the end of this newsletter, I am providing excerpts from the attendees at the Pastors’
Conference. Because of the personal nature of the many letters that were received by Pastor
Botha and myself, the excerpts are anonymous but be assured almost all of them were written by
the core group at Rasper that ZGS and its donors support.
There is always so much more to say, so many stories to tell, but I will bring this to a close for
now. One day, I hope to write all my stories into a book, “ Live, Laugh, Love and More”
Please let me know if there is particular information you would like to see more of in these long
newsletters. I have, in fact, been specifically asked to keep them long and informative.

Our sincerest thank you to all who give so generously to this ministry! I hope you enjoy seeing
the benefits of your support. Every page is because of you. I just have the pleasure of giving
and building with the team
There is so much more to tell you but it will have to wait for another newsletter!

AFRICAN PROVERB:
We should put out the fire while it is still small.
Susan and Frank Janetti
Zimbabwe Gecko Society

Hello Sue We are so excited for the honor and
privilege to be part of the course.
I pray that by the time you come in January, by the
way we can't wait to have you, I know we will be
encouraged the more by your presence, you will see
the fruits of the knowledge and wisdom you
imparted into us through the course.
I personally, am so grateful . Thank you.

I would like you to thank you for giving us the
opportunity to attend Shanduko Course.We
learned a lot ,and our lives have transformed
though the Course.With that knowledge l believe
they will be a big shanduko in many lives as well.
(Shanduku means Change )
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of
the age. Matthew 28:19-20 | NIV |

I would like to personally thank you for organizing the Pastoral and Life Skills
training with Pastor Botha. After all that had happened this year, I was slowly
slipping away from God and my faith was really low. But these last two weeks
gave me renewed hope in God. It was an uplifting course and life changing to.
Not only did I learn and gain new skills for my work. But I got to reflect also on
God’s love for me and my purpose in His master plan. God bless you, what I
got these past two weeks is worth more than anything the world can offer.

