
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETINGS TO ALL,  

My goodness, we got back from Zimbabwe after a 3+ month stay from late December to early 

April and I can honestly say it feels like a long time ago, yet is just a little over 8 months.  So many 

decisions have been made since that trip but certainly NOT because of it.    So that everyone can 

clearly understand, let me first put you in the current picture and then I will report on the things I 

am still overseeing in Zimbabwe 

This year we held three events:  

• In April, a report was given on our Zimbabwe trip by means of a dessert evening.   
  

• We held our usual garage sale in May 
 

• On October 25 we restructured what was our former annual dinner fundraiser into selling 

homemade pies, curries and Sholay through pre-order.  This was successfully combined 

with the annual art and craft sale.  We took in $11,000, with expenses of approximately 

$1,500, for a net amount of $9,500.   When converted to USD, we raised approximately 

$7,000.   

 

At each event I emphasized that this was the last garage sale, the last art sale etc. and each time 

people smiled and said, “We have heard that before.”  And they had, LOL       but this time I am 

serious.  I will be having the dessert evenings to stay in touch with what we are doing. 

Please, however, do not misunderstand this to mean we are going to stop our work in Zimbabwe.   
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Absolutely not, unless the Lord directs us to do so.    It is our goal to carry on, dependent on 

people continuing to support ZGS without the former organized fundraiser events.   If you would 

like to support us with a monthly donation which would enable us to plan ahead, that would be 

most welcomed and helpful.   Or, if you felt you could continue support with a yearly donation or 

a donation at some other regular interval, it would be very much appreciated.  Nevertheless, be 

assured that we greatly value each and every spontaneous donation.     

We will serve according to donation from our supporters.  God is in control of every aspect of this 

ministry. 

Donations can be made by logging onto our website at www.zimbabwegecko.com and selecting 

the DONATE button.  Please note there has been a change when you click on DONATE.  EFCCM will 

show and then you will be directed to a donation page called SERVEBEYOND.   (This is EFCCM’s 

new name.)    

Cheques can be mailed to:  

SERVEBEYOND  Ac 2-3255 
Box 850 Langley Stn LCD 1  
Langley BC   V3A 8S6  
 

Business is finished!       now on to the report………. 

 

Once again, we extend our gratitude to White Rock 

Baptist church for allowing us to store the many boxes 

of goods and for the use of their gym to host the 

events.  Our sincere thanks, also, to everyone who so 

generously supported ZGS by way of these events.  

You are all very much appreciated! 

 

 

 

CRAFT FAIR: 

A special “thank you” also goes to Wendy Clack 

for the abundance of lovely hand knitted items 

she provided for the Craft Fair.   

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

PARTNERSHIP: 

I am delighted to say that after many years of 
working alongside ZIMCAN HEALTH, Dr Ray 
Markham and Alison Markham (who is on our 
ZGS Board), have agreed to continue 
partnering with us.  We will, when possible, 
continue to put in wells and pumps and 
facilitate nurses and doctors into our clinics.  
We are currently running clinics at Rasper as 
well as other areas.  This includes Wellness 
Clinics, treatments, medicine, wheelchairs, 
walkers, immunizations and so much more.    
It's a true blessing to know there is medical 
care available and ongoing.    

 

You can visit their website at    https://zimcan.org/    

ZimCan recently donated funds for a well in the Gravel 

Community which we were able to oversee (yes, “Gravel” is the 

village name).  We hope to put pump and tank in soon.   The 

picture to the left shows solar; however, we will lead in 

electricity, which is nearby.  It will look similar.  Funds are still to 

be raised.               

              

 

 

 

 

 

Tables of Wire Ornaments Hand Crafted in Zimbabwe 

Dr Ray and Alison Markham 

(Rt) The Gravel Community is holding a meeting to decide 

how they will look after the well and how to share the 

responsibilities.  

Gravel Community are also working towards their own 

community center and are learning from Rasper  

---- 



COMMUNITIES AND NEW BUILDINGS: 

 
For the past 3 years we have been building up Rasper Village 

and this has proven to be a great success.  One of the most 

productive projects has been the piggery.   

Recently there was a bush fire at Rasper.   Thank goodness 

the community came out and saved all the animals.  

Other communities in the area are now doing their best to 

start their own community centers. Among these are the 

Gravel, Victory and Sunnyside Communities. 

   

 

See history and present activities video attached   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1067H8tNfR5J1hgFs1oSpWbFI5KnvEbJ3/view 

 

Victory Church Update 

 

At Victory Church (located about 12 Km from Rasper), led by Pastor Mude, we have built 3 Early 

Childhood Education (ECD) classrooms which are already full of happy children.    There are 

chairs, tables, books, blackboards, pens and pencils, etc.  to bring even more joy to the teachers 

and children in the converted containers.  An extra room was added for sewing machines, etc. so 

the mothers will be able to raise funds for school fees.  Fabrics and machines are also on the way.      

The Church is at this point big enough for all the people.   It has a great structure and good roof, 

well cemented floors, but walls are not completed.   

 

 

 

                           

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The ECD School (Early Childhood Education) and 

Sewing Room are almost complete. However, they 

have been using the classrooms.  

 

  
Victory Church is in the background with 

just the roof and floors completed so far. 

 



 

All the accessories and needs for the ECD classrooms will be in the containers sent from MEMO 

(EFCCM Thunder Bay Ontario) and Compassionate Warehouse (Victoria)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIA 
COMPASSIONATE 

WAREHOUSE 

RESOURCE TEAM 
PACKING THE OCTOBER 

CONTAINER 

 

Closing the Container Door - 
Compassionate Warehouse 

Again, thanks to WRB Church for the use of a 
room for storage for a month while we packed 

and labelled goods for the container 

 

MEMO Team loading a very heavy hospital bed 

 

The MEMO Team 



 

Congratulations to MEMO as they celebrate 

reaching 100 humanitarian containers since 

their founding in 2004.  Many of these MEMO 

containers have been sent to Zimbabwe. 

 

Dr Jerome Harvey, head of MEMO, is pictured 

in the cream jacket. 
 

 

 

Chugutu Update 

We look forward to visiting them in January.  Pastor Gift is very committed to these children!  

  

 

 

Sunnyside Update 

We have also built a 3-room ECD School at Sunnyside (about 5 Km from Rasper), where they also 

recently received a well.  Accessible water for the kitchen will be essential in order to prepare 

one meal a day for the children, and for the agricultural plans to provide the food.  This, in turn, 

will also give many people in the area an opportunity to grow and sell produce, in addition to 

providing food for themselves.    

This community has committed to making bricks and doing the labour needed to grow their 

community.  They would very much like a workshop like Rasper but do not as yet have a building 

or electricity.  ZGS has agreed to help provide a work area for sewing and carpentry by way of 

supplying cement for the bricks and all the floors, roofing, windows and doors.    

The people have a great attitude and spirit as well as a good work ethic.  This is an incredibly poor 

area.  Sunnyside had already put in place a church which needs lots of renovations.   The church 

has been growing by the month and sharing Pastor Tufudzwa with Rasper Church.   

 

All roofs repaired and toilets nearly finished 

at Chugutu 

Chugutu School Children 



RASPER: 

Rasper pastors and leaders are helping with outreach to the nearby communities.  Pastor 

Tufudzwa visits with Pastur Mude at Victory Church and hold youth groups together.  This is so 

necessary at a time when there is no work; people can’t afford high school and youth are left to 

themselves to indulge in all kinds of nonsense.  Early marriage and pregnancy rates are high 

among youth.   

Tino has qualifications that come into play with the youth.   He gives regular talks and has 

become involved with all the churches. Pastor Darlington remains mainly focused on the Rasper 

Church Sundays and Bible studies.  Matilda has taken on the role of Social Worker with the 

schools and that is a huge role in itself.   Abuse in many forms is handled by Matilda, the School 

Board and pastors.   

 Gospel Choir Competition 

 

Tino and Pastor Tufudzwa share some new 

ideas of introducing the community to the 

church and their latest one is drawing a lot of 

attention!  Posters have been sent out and 

programmes have been written for when 

Theresa and I arrive in Zimbabwe in January.    

We, along with others, will be the judges in 

their first Gospel Choir Contest!   

In fact, there may be more than one as there 

can be only 10 youth choirs and 10 adult 

choirs in one day. 

 

 

We love the new thinking.  The community will get involved in setting up.  The kitchen will sell 

lunch meals (pre ordered and paid).   The garden will be growing vegetables for the meal and the 

chicken project will provide the meat.  The carpentry shop will oversee seating and do odd jobs.  

The shop will bring in sweets to sell, etc.  They are promoting everything they can and this is so 

very exciting for us to watch and hear.   

The motivation behind the Gospel Choir Contest is to bring together different communities and 

churches while also setting a base of collaboration for youth and children programmes.  

Each church is expected to bring two choir groups—one adult group and one child/youth group. 

(Age diversity in the latter is greatly encouraged). Each group will have 10 minutes to perform 

either a praise or a worship song of their choice. Choirs are judged according to their performance, 

on-stage presentation and choreography. Each choir group earns points and the scores from adult 



and children/youth groups will be combined to give one final total for their particular church. The 

3 churches with the highest scores will get the grand prizes.    

The news has already spread to Chugutu--108 km away-- and they are organizing a competition 

for February when Alison arrives.   So, these are some special events we look forward to.  It has 

been interesting to be a part of the planning process.   

FUTURE: 

Until we know or understand our limits, the funds raised between March and November will go 

toward water, agriculture and church, though not necessarily in that order.  These are 3 of our 

main components of health.  However, there are 3 other components of health we have always 

supported and will continue to support by container gifts of garden tools, workshop tools, sewing 

machines and fabric, etc.   The clinic, as well as many other centers, will be restocked with 

medical supplies and equipment, so nothing really changes for the time being except there will be 

no additional buildings to those which we have already worked hard at installing this year.   

ZGS has always strived to support the 6 components of health: WATER – AGRICULTURE –

CHILDREN/ADULTS’ EDUCATION – HEALTH CENTERS – CHURCH – PLAY  

SPECIAL REPORTS: 

ZGS recently took part in feeding three communities whose crops were damaged by a hurricane.  In 

Zimbabwe you can only expect a good crop of 

maize if planted late November, ready for rains. 

If a community doesn’t have a well, they walk 

for miles to survive and crops are very 

limited.   Erick from Rasper oversaw the total 

budget and donations.  Maize was kindly 

donated by the EFCCM Benevolent Fund   We 

still have some bags but it won’t last until the 

next crop comes in April.  People ask what 

happens and my only answer is people die of 

starvation. EFCCM also supported repairs to 

buildings caused by the Hurricane. Our thanks 

to their donors. 

 

Sewing Department (Report sent by Trust) 

We had a 3-month course which ended in July.    There was need to give them another month for 

attachment. This time I had a chance to select those who would join the production department. 

We started sewing school uniforms in September. The first order was to sew uniforms for the 

builders' children, which fetched US $80. From this amount we bought track suit material to 

make samples for the school children and for the teachers. l also paid for embroidery of the 

school logos.  l supplied the uniforms to the builders' children.  

Above: Councillor of Ward 24 is facilitating 
distribution of maize to seniors for us. 
 



 

We're still doing the uniforms in preparation for the January intake especially the ECDs. Currently 

we have done more than 35 pairs (shorts, shirt, hat and tie for boys; and pinafore, shirt, hat and 

tie, for girls). 

The carpentry department needs some work suits. I hope to supply them on Friday.  

I also have a group, which I'm training to make sanitary pads.  We started on the 15th of this 

month. We are not doing this on a daily basis, since the students have other fish to fry.  So, we 

agreed to do this pad business on weekends.  

l wish to get more orders from surrounding schools and even beyond.  

My department needs some industrial sewing machines for mass production, and a cutting 

machine. That is, if we mean business. The machines we have are domestic, and good for those 

who are learning.  l will send some photos of the industrial machines we desperately need to 

make inroads. 

Forward ever, backwards never! Labour conquers all!  

Yours faithfully, 
Trust 

Farming God’s Way (Report sent by Duncan Chinkanda) 

Here God is in control.  I went to a nearby 

village where the Village Head organised to 

dig a Zunde Ramambo plot.  I shared the 

Word of God and gave them the soil 

demonstrations of Farming God’s Way.  

Really, they saw how important it was to 

follow the principles of Farming God's 

Way. That very day they just cleared the 

field. We agreed to continue the training 

where I could teach them digging of holes 

and application of fertilizer. 

About 18 people attended the training. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Duncan sharing God’s Word and principles of 

Farming God’s Way to the villagers 
Learning Farming God’s Way through hands-

on instruction in the fields 



Report from Rasper Pastor Tufudzwa (aka Pastor Tuffy) 

Well, the Children are doing well and still doing the assemblies every morning with prayer and 

teaching.  They are enjoying singing choruses and listening to Bible stories.  On Wednesdays and 

Fridays they are having clubs, e.g.   P.E., Poetry, Traditional Dance Music, etc .  I am taking part in 

what we can call Scripture Union or Christianity Club, together with Linety and Molin, where kids 

will learn about the Bible, Gospel choruses, memory verses, etc.   On Thursday afternoons l am 

showing them Bible stories and movies.  Kids also learn by watching.  Then, that's where we are 

having the film for the community. 
 

The church is well.  People are attending Sunday services--nothing had changed, and I am still 

working with Pastor Darlington, joining on Sundays.  We are having all night services and 

Fellowship Sundays almost every month. This month end we plan to hold a fellowship Sunday at 

Sunnyside church.  I am still doing outreach, visitings and follow ups.  If I’m not doing that, the 

saints will backslide. They need encouragement.  On Thursday afternoons the ladies are meeting, 

having time to encourage each other. 

The Sunnyside Church leaders are attending Bible lessons at Rasper every Friday. The challenge 

we face with the mid-week programs is low attendance because the majority go to work.  Even 

when doing outreach, you will not find all people at their homes.  So, home calls are helping and 

we are doing them every Wednesday & Friday 17:00 - 18:00.  Through these, people are 

encouraged.  We have covered many houses so far. 

SOME CLOSING WORDS FROM SUSAN: 

Well, there is so much more to tell--funny stories, sad stories, as well as very encouraging ones. 

Soon, I hope to begin writing a book telling about all our adventures in Zimbabwe.  I won’t be 
able to limit it to one specific category as it will hold the unbelievable, the incredible, answered 
prayers, and the horror, drama, betrayal, hope and generosity of so many people.   

If you remember a story I have told, please refresh my memory so special ones are not left out.  
I am writing this here so as to motivate myself to write.  LOL   
Stories and suggestions can be sent to zimbabwegecko@gmail.com  

What would you like to hear about? 

 

 

I miss Africa…    so much fun!! 

 

Susan Janetti  

Founder, Zimbabwe Gecko Society 

 

 

 

 


